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NIMS Terminology

Discussion

Departments across the country are in the process of adopting the National Incident Management System (NIMS) into
their daily operations. For some departments, only minor changes in terminology are affected while other depart-
ments will have to adapt to numerous operational changes at mutual aid and large scale incidents. Basically
speaking, emergency scene operations will not change that significantly, rather the terminology used to define and
organize companies and work operations will be different. The tasks will remain the same. NIMS will be utilized at
all multi-agency responses, multi-discipline incidents or larger regional incidents. A standard box alarm response will
also require the use of NIMS terms and practices. Review department and Division policies regarding incident
management. Review your local, state and federal policies and training resources during this session.
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