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The operation of emergency vehicles presents a risk to TFD members and the motoring 
public. During these times our members, as well as the City, are exposed to potential 
liability. This tactical plan will provide guidelines for the emergency operation of both 
TFD vehicles and personally owned vehicles (POV). 
 
INDEMNIFICATION 
 
Only when vehicles are operated in accordance with state law, city code, and this 
directive, will members be covered by the City’s liability insurance and will be 
represented by legal counsel provided for by the City. If it is determined that a 
member’s driving amounted to gross negligence, or conduct so reckless as to 
demonstrate substantial lack of concern for whether an injury results, that member will 
not be covered by the City’s insurance; will not receive representation by the City; and 
will be personally responsible, both criminally and civilly, for any damages caused. 
 
DEFINITION OF AUTHORIZED EMERGENCY VEHICLE (AEV) 
 
Authorized Emergency Vehicle (AEV) refers to: 
1.  A vehicle owned by the City of Troy, equipped with light(s) and siren. 
2.  A vehicle owned by volunteer firefighters meeting the following: 

a) Registered on the required form with the fire department administrative office.  
b) Must have a flashing, rotating, or oscillating red light, on the roof of the      

vehicle, visible 360 degrees for 500 feet, and a siren audible at 500 feet, in 
compliance with state law. 

 
STATE LAW EMERGENCY VEHICLE EXEMPTIONS 
 
While operating an emergency vehicle that is responding to an emergency, the operator 
may: 
 
1.  Park irrespective of parking regulations. 
2.  Proceed past a stop sign or through a red light, only after stopping or slowing down 

as may be necessary for safety. 
3.  Exceed the posted speed limit, only with due regard for safety. 
4.  Disregard direction or turning regulations. 
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The previous exemptions are only granted to an AEV when: 
 
1.  The vehicle is responding to a reported emergency. 
2.  The vehicle is displaying a flashing, rotating, or oscillating red light on the roof visible 

360 degrees for 500 feet in compliance with state law. 
3.  The vehicle sounds a siren audible for a minimum of 500 feet to the front of the 

vehicle in compliance with state law. 
4.  The vehicle is registered with the fire department administrative office. 
 
CITY RULES REGARDING THE OPERATION OF EMERGENCY VEHICLES  
 
1. No AEV is to be operated under emergency response conditions if it is occupied by 

other than fire department personnel.  This may be waived by the Fire Chief. 
2. No AEV is to be operated unless all personnel are seated and restrained by a seat 

belt. 
3. No AEV is to be operated under emergency response conditions outside of the city 

limits of Troy unless dispatched in response to an emergency out of the city.  
Streets that border the city and are actually out of the City of Troy, e.g. Adams, and 
Dequindre, are exceptions to this rule 

4. No AEV is to pass another emergency vehicle during an emergency response 
unless the driver of the vehicle being passed signals approval of the pass, either by 
hand signal or radio message. 

5. No member is to operate an AEV under emergency conditions until that member 
has completed and passed the required MFFTC and TFD driver training courses. 

6. It is the responsibility of the member to keep all vehicle information current with the 
fire department administrative office.  When a new vehicle is acquired, it is not to be 
operated under emergency conditions until the TFD administrative office has 
received this information. 

7. All AEVs operated under emergency conditions must be maintained in good and 
safe operating condition at all times. 

 
 
 
 
 
MICHIGAN OPERATORS LICENSE 
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1. All members must maintain a valid Michigan drivers' license. If at any time a 

member’s license is suspended, revoked, or denied, that member shall immediately 
notify the TFD administrative office. 

2. Any member found operating an AEV in response to incidents without a valid 
Michigan drivers license shall be subject to discipline, up to, and including 
discharge. 

 
SUSPENSION OF EMERGENCY DRIVING PRIVILEGE 
 
1. The operation of an AEV during an emergency is a privilege granted by the TFD.  

This privilege may be revoked if any of the applicable laws or rules are violated. 
2. In addition to the listed requirements in this directive, the following infractions on a 

member’s driving record will result in suspension of emergency driving privilege and 
may result in dismissal of the member from the department. 
a) Five (5) or more points on current driving record.   
b) Two (2) or more suspensions on driving record.   
c) Conviction for reckless driving.   
d) Conviction for any offense relating to the use of alcohol and/or narcotics. 

3. The Fire Chief, Division Assistant Chief, or Station Assistant Chief can issue an oral 
reprimand, and/or a written reprimand.  
a)  After the second oral reprimand, or at the first written reprimand, the 

member’s emergency driving privileges will be suspended for a period of 90 
days.   

b) The second offense within 2 years will result in suspension of emergency 
driving privileges for a period of 180 days.   

c) If it is determined that the member’s actions amounted to reckless or gross 
negligence, that member will be subject to discipline up to and including 
discharge. 

4. Any suspension of AEV driving privileges applies equally to POVs and TFD 
vehicles. 

 
 
DRIVER TRAINING 
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Members not cleared for emergency driving may drive apparatus in non-emergency 
conditions with an officer or other qualified member for the purposes of driver training.  
No member is to drive any apparatus under emergency conditions until they meet the 
requirements in Policy Directive 102.08. 
 
BACKING OF FIRE APPARATUS 
 
1. A spotter should be used when backing apparatus except during active incidents. 
2. If a spotter is not available, the apparatus will not be backed until the driver exits the 

vehicle and walks completely around the vehicle to check for obstructions. 
 

TRAFFIC COLLISIONS WHILE ENROUTE TO AN INCIDENT 
 
If a traffic collision is encountered while responding to an incident, the following 
guidelines shall be considered: 
 
1. If the collision involves a responding AEV (apparatus or POV), the driver will stop 

and determine if there are any injuries and the severity of the damage. 
a) If injuries are sustained as a result of the collision, the AEV driver will 

notify Dispatch, administer any first-aid, and remain on scene until arrival 
of PD and EMS.  

b) If no injuries are sustained as a result of the collision, the AEV driver will 
notify Dispatch, identify him/herself to the other driver(s) involved, and 
explain that PD has been requested to respond.  

c) Depending on the nature of the original fire incident, the AEV driver may 
then continue on to the incident once released by the PD unless the 
severity of the damage warrants the vehicle remain on scene. 

2. If the collision does not involve a responding AEV, the driver will stop to assess 
the situation. 

a) If there are injuries as a result of the collision, the AEV driver will notify 
Dispatch, administer any first-aid, and remain on scene until arrival of PD 
and EMS, and then continue on to the incident. 

b) If there are no injuries as a result of the collision, the AEV driver will notify 
Dispatch, explain to the parties involved that PD has been notified, and 
continue on to the incident. 

3. A determination must be made by the AEV driver as to what the greater concern 
for life safety is at that time – the collision or the incident to which he/she is 
responding. Factors to consider include: 

 
a) Nature of incident and other resources responding. 
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b) Present location and estimated time of arrival to the incident. 

c) Type of apparatus being driven and its importance to the incident. 

d) Severity of damage to the AEV, if any. 

4. Once back at quarters, the AEV driver will notify his/her immediate supervisor 
and complete the appropriate employee incident report form per Administrative 
Memorandum #1-RM-4. The Duty Officer shall also be notified. 

 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE STICKERS 
 
1.  Fire department vehicle stickers may be displayed on a member’s POV. 
2.  Stickers shall be placed on the driver side lower corner of the windshield. 
3.  Stickers shall be removed when the vehicle is sold or the member no longer uses 

the vehicle. 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 

 
William S. Nelson 
Fire Chief 
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