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PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of this plan is to provide guidelines for the response and use of specialized 
apparatus. Depending upon incident circumstances, this plan may be altered to 
accommodate various circumstances.  
 
RESCUE 4 (R4) 
 
Structure Fires  

• Rescue 4 shall be staffed with a minimum of four (4) firefighters before responding. 
o Subject to the senior officer or apparatus operator’s decision based on time of day and 

typical staffing, it may respond with less than (4) firefighters. 
• After Rescue 4 calls enroute, remaining personnel will continue non-emergency to the 

station to standby until released by a station officer.  
 

Extrications 
• Rescue 4 may respond with one (1) firefighter provided that individual is confident and 

competent operating the specialized rescue equipment carried on the apparatus, or if a 
Station 4 officer has already called enroute.  
o If the individual is not confident or otherwise competent operating the equipment, that 

individual may wait for additional personnel before responding. 
• After Rescue 4 calls enroute, remaining personnel will continue non-emergency to the 

station until released by a station officer. 
o Firefighters who have received training in advanced rescue techniques, Station 4 

officers, or any other individuals who have prior permission from the station assistant 
chief may continue to respond to the incident until the incident is downgraded or 
Rescue 4 is cancelled.  

 
AIR TENDER 3 (AT3) 
 
General 

• Air Tender 3 shall respond non-emergency unless otherwise directed by Dispatch or the 
Incident Commander. 

• Only those personnel who are cleared to operate the apparatus are permitted to respond. 
• Probationary personnel shall not respond with this vehicle outside of Troy. 
• To assist with reliable operation at the incident scene, the air compressor shall be started 

and allowed to run for at least 5 minutes (not including “cool down” time) before 
responding to any incident where the outside temperature is at or below 40O F. 
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• Care shall always be taken to stage the Air Tender upwind of any incident scene as 

directed by the IC. 
 

Structure Fires  
• Air Tender 3 shall be staffed with two (2) firefighters before responding. 

o Subject to the senior officer or apparatus operator’s decision, based on time of day and 
typical staffing, it may respond with one (1) firefighter. 

• After Air Tender 3 calls enroute to any incident outside of Station 3’s response district, 
remaining personnel from Station 3 will continue non-emergency to the station to standby 
until released by a station officer.  

 
Mutual Aid 

• Air Tender 3 shall be staffed with two (2) firefighters before responding.  
• After Air Tender 3 calls enroute, remaining personnel from Station 3 will continue non-

emergency to the station to standby until released by a station officer. 
 
UTILITY 5 (U5) 
 
General 
 

• Utility 5 shall respond non-emergency unless otherwise directed by Dispatch or by the IC, 
and where otherwise indicated in this plan. 

• Only those personnel who are cleared to operate the apparatus and all of the on-board 
equipment are permitted to respond. 

• Utility 5 carries equipment which may be used for support functions as follows: 
o EMS/MCI/Rescue 
o Firefighter Rehab 
o Foam 
o Scene Lighting 
o Fire Investigation 

• Utility 5 may respond to incidents when Station 5 is dispatched, or when dispatched 
individually to assist other TFD resources at incidents, or as requested. 

• Utility 5 should be staffed with two (2) firefighters before responding. 
o Subject to the senior officer or apparatus operator’s decision, based on time of day and 

typical staffing, it may respond with one (1) firefighter. 
• After Utility 5 calls enroute, remaining personnel will continue non-emergency to the 

station to standby until released by a station officer. 
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BRUSH 2 (B2) 
 
General 
 

• Brush 2 will respond to brush/vegetation fires, water/ice rescues, and scene lighting 
requests with the light trailer. (See below) 

• Only those personnel who are cleared to operate the apparatus are permitted to respond. 
• Brush 2 shall be staffed with a minimum of (2) firefighters, or preferably (1) officer 

and (2) firefighters, whenever possible. 
• When pulling trailers, Brush 2 will respond non-emergency, unless directed by the IC. 
• After Brush 2 calls enroute, remaining personnel will continue non-emergency to the 

station. 
 

BOAT 
 
General 
 

• A 12 ft. flat bottom aluminum boat with electric motor and trailer are kept at Station 2 
for the purposes of water & ice rescues. 

• The boat and trailer are intended to be towed to an incident by either Brush 2 or any 
vehicle with a Class 2 trailer hitch and 2” ball. 

• When dispatched/requested, Brush 2 will connect to the trailer and respond to the 
incident. 

o Emergency or nonemergency response as determined by the IC. 
• Brush 2 & the boat should respond with (2) firefighters, or preferably (1) officer and 

(2) firefighters, whenever possible, but may respond with (1) firefighter for the sake 
of time. 

• When calling enroute, the call sign “Brush 2 with the boat” shall be used. 
• While enroute, listen for/obtain staging or placement instructions from the IC. 
• Upon arrival, the boat will be deployed as directed to perform the rescue.  
• After Brush 2 and the boat call enroute, remaining personnel will continue non-

emergency to the station until released by a station officer. 
 
 
LIGHT TRAILER 
 
General 
 

• A 6kw light trailer is kept at Station 2 for the purpose of scene lighting. 
• The light trailer is intended to be towed to an incident by either Brush 2 or any 

vehicle with a Class 3 trailer hitch and 2” ball. 
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• The light trailer shall respond non-emergency unless otherwise directed by Dispatch or the 

IC. 
• Brush 2 and the light trailer should respond with (2) firefighters, or preferably (1) 

officer and (2) firefighters, whenever possible. 
o Subject to the senior officer or apparatus operator’s decision, based on time of day 

and typical staffing, it may respond with one (1) firefighter. 
• When calling enroute, the call sign “Brush 2 with the light trailer” shall be used. 
• While enroute, listen for/obtain staging or placement instructions from the IC. 
• Upon arrival, the light trailer will be deployed as directed to illuminate the scene.  

o Once positioned and operating, the light trailer may be left at the scene and 
retrieved at a later time, allowing Brush 2 to become available for response. 

• After Brush 2 and the light trailer call enroute, remaining personnel will continue non-
emergency to the station. 

 
FOAM TENDER 
 
General 
 

• A MABAS Division 3201 foam tender is kept at Station 2 and is intended to be used 
for maximum foam delivery at an incident in Oakland County. 

• The foam tender will be towed to an incident by Brush 2. 
• Brush 2 and the foam tender shall respond non-emergency unless otherwise directed by 

Dispatch, the IC, or the requesting agency. 
• Only those personnel who are cleared to operate the apparatus are permitted to respond. 
• Probationary personnel shall not respond with this vehicle outside of Troy. 
• Brush 2 and foam tender shall respond with (2) firefighters, or preferably (1) officer 

and (2) firefighters, whenever possible. 
• When calling enroute, the call sign “Brush 2 with the foam tender” shall be used. 
• While enroute, listen for/obtain staging or placement instructions and the assigned 

talk group or tactical channel. 
• After Brush 2 and the foam tender call enroute, remaining personnel will continue non-

emergency to the station. 
• Upon arrival, the foam tender will be deployed as directed.  

o Once positioned and operating, the foam tender may be left at the scene and 
retrieved at a later time, allowing Brush 2 to become available for response. 

 


